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When you read this article, we will 
have elected a new president.  At least, 
I  assume it will be a clear election and 
not thrown into the Supreme Court or 
House of Representatives for decision.  
I  have spoken publicly only brießy to 
some of the issues.  Some of you 
wanted me to be more direct.  Some of 
you thought that I  should be an 
advocate for certain issues, and so you 
may feel disappointed in me.  

Some of you may think I am reticent 
because I  am afraid the church will 
lose its ability to be an IRS approved 
non-proÞt.  Actually I  donÕt think 
about that much at all.

It  is very important to me that I 
maintain my ability to pastor all of our 
people. This is only possible to the 
extent that I  can maintain a clear 
conscience about speaking to what is 
right and just and being inclusive in 
love.

This election has posed an interesting 
dilemma for our congregation, which 
is mixed racially, economically, and 
politically.  I imagine many of you 
have felt a certain care and tenderness 
towards others who did not share your 
views and have been careful to not 
offend.  I  know some of you have not 
felt that way, but have been champions 
of your candidate or issue.  

Let me congratulate you, generally, for 
how well you have treated each other.  
Thank you for controlling your 
passions.  Our unity is very important 
and the Scriptures teach us to Òmake 

every effort to keep the unity of the 
Spirit through the bond of 
peaceÓ (Ephesians 4:3, ESV).  Now, I 
donÕt know what you did after you 
heard the election results, but I hope 
the compliment still stands.  

It  is one of the greatest achievements 
of American politics, in the context of 
American history, that an African 
American could have been nominated 
by one of our two main parties, and 
have a chance to be president.  Every 
American should be proud of that.  
Senator Obama has achieved much in 
rising from a broken home, going to 
Columbia and Harvard Law School, 
and not just attending, but doing so 
with honors.  He has achieved much in 
showing his commitment to the poor 
by serving in community organizing.  
He has been a Òpublic servantÓ as a 
State Senator and a U.S. Senator.  
These are no little achievements.

The record of Senator McCain is 
undeniably inspiring, with his service 
in the Navy, his endurance of a brutal 
captivity during the Vietnam War, and 
his long service in the Senate.  If  these 
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men were not running for president I 
think any of us could be proud of 
both of them, and share the honor 
that both men bring to our nation.  
But they were running for president, 
so we have reacted to them for more 
than their personal achievements.

Each has made a case for his 
philosophy of leadership and 
government.  We had every right and 
every responsibility to judge their 
views, their  commitments, and their 
characters as we made the choice of 
whom to elect by our vote.  We judged 
based on their respective histories, 
their statements, and what they have 
written.

The choice should not be based upon 
race, though it would be foolish to 
deny the pride that African Americans 
must feel in Obama and the 
overwhelming desire to see him 
succeed.  Race, in this context, cannot 
help but be a factor for a people so 
historically denied many things, 
yearning to see someone like 
themselves in the highest ofÞce in the 
land.  It  is a factor that could only be 
overcome by a complete conviction 
that he is a bad man, who will hurt 
African Americans and the country as 
a whole.  Many white Americans also 
yearn to see an African American take 
this ofÞce because of what they think 
it  will say about who we are and what 
we have now become.

I  think some have tried to make 
Senator Obama into a bad man by 
association and by innuendo.  I 
shudder to think of how some of the 
people I  know could disqualify me 
from serving anywhere.  I  know some 
pretty bad people.  I  even call some of 
them friends.  Of course, that is my 
job, and that was how Jesus dealt with 
sinners; he welcomed them and ate 
with them.

A personÕs history of judgment is a fair 
test, but some of the things I  have 
heard (about Senator Obama) in this 
campaign, and the willingness of some 
Christians to believe them and repeat 
them have been simply wicked.

I  want you to know that I  am opposed 
to the politics of the liberal wing and 
platform of the Democratic Party.  
Roe v. Wade should be overturned.  
We need judges who will do that.  I  am 
opposed to the legalization of same 
sex marriage.  Christians have not only 
a right but a duty to think about how 
their vote, and their  political involve-
ment, will affect those crucial issues.

I  want you to know that I  am opposed 
to the ideologically-based recklessness 
of the Republican Party when it 
comes to Þscal responsibility.  Running 
up the national debt to pay for a war 
without calling on the American 
people to sacriÞce for it is cowardice.  
Allowing ideology to excuse bad 
governance, through abandonment of 
proper regulation of Þnancial markets 
and health and safety, is inexcusable.  
Catch phrases such as Òthe market 
being allowed to correct itself Ó are not 
excuses to allow injustice to fall on the 
heads of the poor.

Demonization of an individual is not 
intellectually honest, and is no proper 
basis for  making a choice.   
SimpliÞcation of an issue to a 
presidential vote for solution is short- 
sighted, and when combined with 
demonization, may deprive the losing 
party of the power of inßuence to 
change policy direction.  In short, if 
you hate Obama because of his stand 
on abortion, and think voting against 
him will overturn Roe v. Wade, you 
probably havenÕt counted the votes in 
the Senate.  More importantly, you 
might not have much hope in the 
ability of the Gospel and Truth to 

change hearts, minds, culture, and 
politics.

ConÞdence in a pro-life candidate to 
make signiÞcant change can, and has, 
caused us to be lazy and forget the 
nature of local circumstances and 
politics to make a difference in the 
saving of childrenÕs lives.  We must 
have a politics of hope, conÞdence, 
wisdom, assertive and principled 
compromise, and respect.

I  do, however, support anyone who 
chooses to cast his vote, out of 
conscience, on the basis of even one 
moral issue, especially abortion.

As a military veteran I  have certain 
concerns with Presidential leadership.  
I  am a man of peace, and want my 
leaders to speak even with our 
enemies.  I  want a strong military that 
is strong enough to be seldom used.  I 
donÕt want our President to run away 
from confronting genocide (such as 
Rwanda), and I donÕt want our 
President to dismantle the military 
through feminization and social 
engineering.  I  want competence, 
wisdom, and courage.  

As a Christian my pledge is to pray for 
whoever is in power, to show him 
proper respect, and to call on my 
family and children to respect and 
obey him.  My hope is to pay my 
taxes, to love my fellow citizens, and to 
care for their  welfare.  My deter-
mination is to obey God even if it 
means I must disobey men, to stand 
against wickedness and evil, and to 
proclaim truth and justice with a 
humble but bold spirit.  May the Lord 
deliver America from evil and make us 
a godly nation, a people pleasing to 
God!

ÑP astor Randy Nabors
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PASTORÕS ANNOUNCEMENTS

COME TO THE CONGREGATION AL MEETING WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12 AT 7 P.M.!

All members are notiÞed of the coming Congregational Meeting to nominate new church ofÞcers to Ruling Elder, Deacon, 
and Deaconess, and to hear progress reports of Capital Campaign and ministry.  This meeting will be at 7:00 p.m. on 
November 12th.  

Since we have no space for a church supper we cannot offer that for this meeting, but we encourage you to get together in 
smaller groups for dinner if  you can.  There will be childcare, and we expect it to be a fairly short meeting.  Any non-member 
is welcome to attend, but of course may not vote.

If  you wish to nominate a person for ofÞce, please submit 
the name to the Session for approval before talking with 
the individual.  Read I Timothy 3:1-13 for qualiÞcations.

COMBINED WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
SERVICE COMING!

Several years ago we had a combined worship service at 
Howard High School to kick off  the Capital Campaign.  
We are drawing close to the completion of the projects we 
paid for from the campaign, but we have not Þnished 
collecting all the money.  We need, however, to mark the 
formal end to the campaign, even as we challenge each 
other to Þnish the work by paying for all the construction and the bills for work and ministry completed.  

On Sunday, November the 23rd we will gather the three services together into one at 11:00 a.m. in East Lake.  We are still 
determining the location, and that will be announced, but we hope that you will come on that day and time and fellowship 
with everybody else, rejoicing in what has been done and catching a vision to Þnish what remains.  

Volunteers are needed to help make this a great day.  Please contact Donna Tigar, Caleb Long, or Michelle Higgins if you can 
help.

--Pastor Randy Nabors

SPECIAL GIFT

Several times over the last few years Margaret Card requested that the Visual Aesthetics Committee acquire a special cloth 
covering for the communion table when the congregation gathers for celebrating the Lord's Supper.! So a new communion 
tablecloth overlay has been created and given to the church family in honor of Margaret Card and her love of the Lord's 
table.! Her morning Bible study group gathered around her bed on September 24 and presented it to her while they sang 
ÒHoly, Holy, Holy.Ó  Please continue to pray for the Card family as Margaret went to be with the Lord on October 14th.
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NEW CITY FELLOWSHIP EAST LAKE

Brothers and sisters, thank you for your prayers for the new worship site in East Lake.  We have continued to meet weekly at 
the East Lake United Methodist building on Sunday afternoons, and God has blessed us with about seventy-Þve people who 
want to be involved in building the kingdom of God in this new place.  Week to week, God is showing us fresh ways to 
minister to this diverse community:

¥ I have enjoyed coaching soccer at East Lake Academy; getting to know these inner-city teens has been both enlightening 
and rewarding.  Through this effort I hope to begin to meet parents and invite folks to church.  Several days ago we had a 
game and I realized how diverse our team was compared to the competition: we are almost entirely African-American and 
Hispanic.    

¥ A new season of Young Life has begun, and many of the children that attend club hail from East Lake Courts and Emma 
Wheeler Homes.  MartŽ Williams and Pat Rolleston continue to lead this ministry and other members from our 
congregation have agreed to participate.  

¥ We are still trying to Þnd a way to begin an after-school tutoring program with the kids from Clifton Hills and East Lake 
Elementary Schools.  

¥ We continue to do picnics and fellowship times in the park.  For our next picnic, Bob and Christi Sloan have graciously 
offered to bring their espresso machine to make lattŽs and hot chocolate for anybody in the park.  Hopefully coffee will be a 
bridge to the community.

We are looking forward to having a combined New City Fellowship worship service on November 23rd and are in the process 
of Þnding a suitable location in East Lake for over a thousand people to meet.  WeÕre looking forward to celebrating GodÕs 
faithfulness together in the heart of East Lake.

Please remember us in your prayers as we try to bring the hope of the gospel to people who walk in darkness.  

--Caleb Long
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Fir st Frida y Prayer meeting,! November 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.

Samson Society Meetings:!  Men: Life as a Loner Killing You? Want to Come Out of Your Cave? Come to the Samson 
Society!! !Thursdays, 7 p.m., Evangel House, 3rd and Derby Streets across from New City Fellowship.! !For more info, call 
Bill!at 423.505.8562 or visit www.samsonsociety.org.

Receptionist v olunteer s are needed.! The church ofÞce is looking for volunteers to work at the reception desk.! We 
would like individuals who can commit to four hours, one day a week.! Please contact Clarice Mollenkof at 629-1421 or 
cmollenkof@newcityfellowship.com for more information.
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WEE ONES CORNER

As we are entering into the Holiday Season, please try to plan ahead.  If you will be unable to attend your scheduled nursery 
assignment, please Þnd a replacement or try to switch with someone else on the rotation. Thank you!

If  you attend the 8:30 service and have a child who is 0-12 months or a non-walker, please bring him to the baby nursery that 
is now open to best serve our babies.

All members have an assigned pager number that can be found on your childÕs tag in her classroom. You do not need to wait 
in line anymore if  you know your assigned number.  Just take your pager, bring your child to her classroom, put her tag on her 
back, and sign in on the sheet on the classroom door.

Thank you for serving our Wee Ones! If you have any comments, questions, or concerns, please call me or email me at 
423.698.3360 or newcityweeones@gmail.com.

--Stacey Lubbers

                                                     

Wee Ones Volunteer Schedule
November 9
8:30 a.m.
Hannah Mask
Yeyen Mask
Russell Mask
Carrie Robinson
Katie Gardener
Sam Robinson (HM)

11:00 a.m.

David Smith
Karen Smith
Kristine Simpson
John Simpson
Diana Kodadek
Abby Simpson
Kathryn Franklin
Roderick Robinson
David Kodadek (HM)

November 16
8:30 a.m.
David Wilkinson
Scott Sheridan
Stephanie Sheridan
11:00 a.m.

Lauren Clegg
Matthew Clegg
Mary Cordes
Elizabeth Gurney
Vincent Howard
Yukiko Howard
Iris Banks
Sue Roech
Rich Huhn (HM)

November 23
8:30 a.m.
Ken McElrath
Donna McElrath
Annie McElrath
Paul Norman
Emily Cox

Phil Cox (HM)

11:00 a.m.
Beth Ward
Lisa Morris
Meredith Morris
Darlene Florence
Tim Florence
Sienna Howard
Lydia Cordes
Jessica Chen
Tim Mor ris (HM)

November 30
8:30 a.m.
Janice Heath
Gregory Heath
Alicia Jackson
Eric GrifÞth
Emily GrifÞth
David Peck (HM)

11:00 a.m.

Elea Geerlings
Becky Cordes
Inza Hagins-Dyer
Brandis Dyer
Allison DeMoss
Audrey Brown
Erin Holwerda
Madelyn Striebeck
Carl Striebeck (HM)

December 7
8:30 a.m.
Jon Tun
Kathy Tun
Phil Lohr
Joey Morris
Monica Carpenter
Tobey Carpenter (HM)

11:00 a.m.

Todd McCain
Christy McCain
Bramun Tata
Ian DeWaters
Sarah DeWaters
Jerilyn Sanders
Duane Sanders
Rachel Armstrong
Bill DeWaters (HM)

December 14
8:30 a.m.
Jennifer Hobbs
Bob Brownlee
Daniel Scoggins
Carrie Scoggins
Mychelle Richardson
Tommy Hobbs (HM)

11:00 a.m.

Warren Cooper
Marques Dyer
Hallie Dyer
Betty Jo Wells
David White
Wesley Young 
Tanisha Webster
Mandy Fitzwater
Greg Wesson (HM)

CHILDREN ÕS MINISTRY ACTIVITIES

Crossroads, the ChildrenÕs Ministry of New City Fellowship, is for children ages 5-11, and it includes both the ChildrenÕs 
Church Program and the Sunday evening Crossroads meetings.  Children Õs church meets during both the 8:30 and the 
11:00 services.  Crossroads  Ministry meets from 5:30-7 p.m. every Sunday. Crossroads brings church kids and community 
kids together for a time of fellowship and learning more about GodÕs word.   

Schedule:

¥ This month during childrenÕs church Little Lights will be rehearsing for the Christmas Concert. 

¥ Crossroads will meet the 16th and the 23rd.
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COLORS JR. HIGH YOUTH

COLORS (Christ Our Lord Our Rock Salvation) is New City 
FellowshipÕs ministry to Jr. High youth ages 11 to 16.  COLORS 
exists to reach out to Junior High youth in our church and 
surrounding community and to assist them in developing the 
understanding that GodÕs people are called to reach out to and help 
others as Jesus did, or in other words, to be missionaries.  

COLORS youth group meets regularly on Sunday evenings in the 
Evangel House from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.  In November we will meet 
the 9th, the 16th, the 23rd, and will have a Friday Jam on the 21st.

" --Denise Adeniyi, Jr High Youth Coordinator, 423.313.1194

SR. HIGH YOUTH

What are w e about? 

 ÒTo build a youth ministry where we can be motivated to 
grow and develop a relationship with Jesus Christ that leads 
to authentic relationships with one another, energetic 
service to our church and community, and powerful living 
through humility before God and meekness before one 
another.Ó

What is going on?  

Sr. High Youth now meets at the Evangel House on 
Sundays. 

-1st Sunday: Movie 
night, 7:30-9 p.m.

- 2nd & 3rd Sundays:  
regular Sr. High Youth 
Group time, 6:30-8 p.m.

-4th Sunday: Sr. High 
ÒRoll-Wit-ItÓ Youth 
Group time, 6:30-8 p.m.

-5th Sunday: Youth Sunday, with a youth lunch following 
the second service.

Every Sunday is Christ-centered, fun, and very 
unpredictable.  All senior high youth ar e welcome!

Special Events  

The Sr. High Youth are having their annual Youth Retreat 
Dec 19-22 in 
Gatlinburg, TN.  
This is a great time 
for the youth to get 
away from their 
daily lives and grow 
in the Lord, build a 
strong foundation 
for this ministry, and 
build deep 
relationships with one another. It is not to late sign up!

Volunteer s 

We now have four new volunteers for the Sr. High Youth.  
It is not too late for you to join us!  Or you can help with 
hosting events and providing food. 

--Joel Brown, Sr. High Youth Director, 704.576.6337
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PARENTÕS MORNING OUT PROGRAM UPDATE

We have had nothing but positive feedback from our parents and students! We are excited to see the children growing and 
developing in their new classroom environment.  We are also pleased to meet real needs for parents and get to know them 
better.  

Right now we have ten children enrolled in our program, two 
teachers, and one teacher/dir ector.  Our goal is to start the 
new year with four teachers.  This will allow us to divide the 
children into smaller age groups and free up the director to be 
fully devoted to administration and recruitment.  

Teachers must be church members, but there is no restriction 
to those who wish to enroll their children in the program.

We really want to invite the community to take advantage of this program.  If you have any relatives or neighbors that you 
think would beneÞt from our program, please tell them about us.

Contact Joy Centurion:  423.504.2143 or thecenturions@bellsouth.net.

CHRISTMAS LOVE BOXES

We are currently collecting items for the Christmas Love 
Boxes that will go to our military men and women from 
their New City family. YOU!! We will have the red boxes 
out the entire month of November and will pack the boxes 
and ship them off  on Friday, December 5.

We are mailing out fourteen boxes, and we especially want 
to Þll the boxes with lots of Christmas cards, letters, notes 
of encouragement, local postcards, and pictures drawn by 
the children!! These things matter more to them than 
anything else, so please buy a box of cards and have your 
family sign each one and write a note to each soldier on the 
inside to let them know you care and have not forgotten 
them.! Put the name of each military person on the outside 
and drop them in our red collection box.! We have one at 
the front of the church in the foyer and another by the 
Sunday School door.

Here are the names of the Christmas Love Box recipients:! 
Zach Cleary, Zac Cox, Christina Cox, Corey DeWaters, 

Jonathan Entrekin, Ceasar Gamble, David Hoffecker Jr., 
Seth Lewis, Cory Murphey, Miller Pace, Gabriel Reynolds, 
Jesse Reynolds, Travis Wells, and Terri Ann Zell.

Need ideas for what to bring besides cards and letters?! 
Candy canes that are wrapped in plastic, small "travel" 
games, new or used Christian books or CDs, Bandaids (fun 
ones), antibacterial handwash, black ink pens, gum, heavy 
duty white socks, Lifesavers, Listerine sheets, M&Ms, Silly 
Putty, sore throat lozenges, Chapstick, Altoids, water squirt 
guns, anti-itch or medicated powder, Q-tips, or a local 
postcard from Chattanooga.  Be creative!! You can Þnd a 
complete list with lots of ideas by the red collection boxes 
on Sunday or in the military section of the NCF website.

We really need your help to Þll these boxes.! If  you have 
any questions, call 423.877.0665 or talk to Shirley 
Madewell or Pamala Williams.! Please consider helping us 
pack these big boxes on Friday, December 5 at 8 a.m.! ! 

~Love Box Team~
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SHORT TERM MISSIONS AND DISASTER RELIEF

Disaster Response Update

This has been a busy season for our assessment teams, but due to circumstances beyond our control we have only had two full 
teams go out the last few months.! Haiti was hit very hard by successive 
hurricanes, and the situation there is difÞcult.! We may still have opportunity 
for folks to be involved in responses there.! At this point there are no more 
teams going to Louisiana or Texas, as the local churches feel they can handle 
what needs to be done.

How do you get more involved?! Good question.!Attending the MTW training 
held twice a year would be a good start, as well as letting Brian McKeon know 
you are interested.! Do not assume he has your contact information.

Haiti Assessment Pictures:  http://www.facebook.com/album.php?
aid=2009404&l=071c9&id=1116199596

2009 Missions Trips

Now is the time to think and pray about going on a trip in 2009.  Applications are available from Brian McKeon
(bmckeon@newcityfellowship.com).! The Capital Campaign support has ended, so all team members will be required to raise 
full support.  Team size is limited and priority will be given to those who have not been recently or who have speciÞc skills 
requested by the leadership.

Non-New City folk may apply for any trip, but will be given a lower priority.! All 
team members will be screened and must be approved by the subcommittee.

ETHIOP IA HIV/AIDS: MTW has a team going in late February and has some 
space available, particularly for medical folks.! The trip duration will be two weeks 
and the cost about $2500.

ACAPULCO WORK and OUTREACH: Dates are not yet established for 
this trip, but we are hoping to have a team go, possibly mid- to late 
summer.

KENYA SCHOOL OUTREA CH: We are now accepting applications 
for a team to go to Kenya in early June to work with New City Nairobi.! 
The team will primarily be doing outreach in schools in partnership with 
the youth and young adults from the church.! Some team members may 
be involved in work projects as well.! The team will also work with 
Overcomers by Grace, St. Lazarus School, Rev. Jospeh Muutuki, and 
Rev. Imbumi Makuku.! Estimated cost is about $2500, and the trip will 
be 2 1/2 weeks.

" " " " " " --Brian McKeon
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NOVEMBER IS A TIME FOR THANKSÉ AND A TIME FOR GIVING

November is a great time of the year.  The beginning of the holiday 
season reminds us to give thanks to God for all his goodness. The 
Apostle Paul reminds us to Ògive thanks in all circumstances...for 
this is GodÕs will for you in Christ JesusÓ (1 Thessalonians 5:18). 
Sometimes itÕs hard to Þnd time to give thanks, let alone Þnd the 
time to be giving to others.

At New City we have much to give thanks for, and many 
opportunities for giving. Sunday, November 23 provides us with the 
opportunity to give in a practical way to bless others with food and 
encouragement at Thanksgiving. Please plan now to bring a food or  
a Þnancial offering on that day. 

The Deacons will also need help that afternoon to sort food, 
assemble baskets, and deliver them to folks in our congregation and 
community. Since the Fellowship Hall is still under construction, we will have to change the location for the basket assembly. 
Watch for the instructions in your mid-November bulletin inserts for sign-up and details of how you can help.

November is Adoption Month

Some of us are adopted or have adopted children, both obvious reasons to give thanks. All of us who know Jesus can use this 
as a reminder of the fact that God adopted us and chose us to be a part of his family. We are no longer orphans! Celebrate 
Adoption Month with us!

--Gene Johnson, Diaconal Coordinator

DonÕt Forget Every Fir st Sunday is Food Pantr y Sunday

Please help those in our congregation and community who need food by bringing 
non-perishable items such as canned vegetables, meats (chicken & tuna), soups, 
noodles, macaroni & cheese, and other food you would like to eat if  you were in need.
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MUSIC NEWS

Schedule
Nov 8 Adult Choir Rehearsal
Nov 9 Anthem : ÒGod of MercyÓ

Nov 9 12:30 p.m. Youth Choir Meeting.  
Light lunch.

Nov 23 11:00 a.m.  One morning service.  
ÒEvery Day is a Day of 
ThanksgivingÓ

Nov 25 7:00 p.m. Christmas Rehearsal 
Nov 27 10:00 a.m. Thanksgiving Day 

service
Nov 29 10:30 a.m. Christmas Rehearsal

Nov 30 Youth Sunday; Youth Ensemble

Looking Ahead:
Dec 7 6:00 p.m. Christmas Celebration

Dec 21 10:00 a.m. ChildrenÕs Christmas 
Program

Dec 25 11:00 Christmas Day Service

Thanksgiving Sunday

This month will be a time of thanksgiving for GodÕs grace 
throughout the duration of our Capital Campaign and all 
that he has blessed us with through that step of faith. We 
are also excited about the new church we are seeing take 
shape in East Lake, and so we are planning an all-church 
service including both congregations on November 23rd, 
2008 at 11:00 a.m.  

The choir will sing ÒEvery Day is a Day of Thanksgiving.Ó

The location will be either outside at East Lake Park, or in 
a venue that can accommodate us all.

Watch for opportunity to sign up for load-in (7:00 a.m.), 
setting up, and tearing down (12:30 p.m.).

Christmas Celebrations

IÕm dreaming of a simple Christmas.

Well, weÕre making it simpler this year with a single 
Christmas Celebration on Sunday night, December 7th, at  
6:00 p.m., at the Olivet Baptist Church Kingdom Center 
on MLK Boulevard. 

This event combines the annual Christmas Choir Concert 
and the annual Christmas Banquet into one evening of 
choirs, food, and dancing, featuring the adult and youth 
choirs and dancing with NCF musicians/DJs.

Many of us have sung in choir, and this is your chance to 
join the adult choir for a brief holiday set. No audition 
required. There are fun tunes, latin music, and an a 
cappella spiritual. Rehearsals are on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays at 7 p.m. and 10:30 a.m. respectively. Come, let 
us adore him!

Thank You, God

¥ For giving your Son to come to earth and live with us, showing us how to love one another

¥ For your Resurrection power that is ours each day as we struggle against sin

¥ For your grace to us, forgiving our sins and extending to us all of your riches in Christ

¥ For giving us your peace in the midst of turmoil and fear over economic instability

¥ For showing us how to share your love with others through mercy and compassion

¥ For reminding us that satisfaction in life does not come from personal peace and afßuence

¥ For times of worship each week when we can hear your word and sing your praises
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¥ For gifted singers and musicians who share their time freely with us

¥ For using us to give you glory even when we are broken and inadequate

¥ For blessing us with unity, though we are so different

¥ For revealing your will to us as we seek to follow you and be like you

¥ For our children and grandchildren who reßect your image as they grow 

¥ For our Capital Campaign that gave so much opportunity for mission 
trips, sharing our funds with HFIC and other ministries, and building our 
new stage and sound system

¥ For the prospect of a fellowship hall Þlled with good food, laughter, people who are thankful, and new convenience

¥ Thank you, God, that you love me.

--James Ward, Worship Director

SHORT AND LONG TERM PLANNING
A Look at Mental Illness from an Insider

This article is part of an ongoing series by member James Goldsmith reßecting on issues he has faced in dealing with mental illness.

These are some of the necessary elements to planning for a rewarding future as you cope with mental illness. First, you need 
to be dependent on Jesus with mature faith that enables you to see your life as a bondservant to God.  You need to have a 
prayer life and knowledge of the Bible that continually gives you hope and strength.  You need faith that your God will see 
you through any and all calamities and hardships.  You must not have a fear of what man can do to you. Instead, rely on the 
all powerful God who is able to keep you until the end of your life for his glory. 

Next, you will need the tenacity of a pit bull and the gentleness of a dove.  This will be needed to cut through the red tape of 
the psychological world that generally leaves God  out. You should be open to medical treatment without compromising your 
faith. If you are pressured to take a new medicine, request to have all available information.  Politely demand all data, 
reminding the mental health authority that you are interested in the medicine, but that you must know all possible affects. 

Once you have established a mental health  routine, plan your future. DonÕt get bogged down in all that seems overwhelming. 
Give yourself  about two years to get your medicine and routines in order. Successfully dealing with mental illness requires 
common sense, compassion, lots of prayer, a grasp of the sober reality, and the understanding that God will be with you 
during good and bad times. Our illness is only a portion of our lives. 

Next, determine what it is that God has called you to do and put a plan into place that will let you accomplish your goals. If  
you are unsure how to do this, get a friend to assist you. Try doing the things that you enjoy and are good at. If  it is possible 
for you, get some schooling that will strengthen your skills.  Work honestly. Work consistently. Work hard in whatever Þeld you 
Þnd to work in. Never wait until the twenty dollar an hour job comes along.  Be content with such things as ye have (Heb. 
13; 13:5). Pray without ceasing (I Thess. 5:17). Beloved, sing songs of joy and jubilation because God loves you!

     

DonÕt miss the Understanding Mental Illness Meeting every 3rd Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Grace House Conference Room.
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NEW CITY WOMEN

Hello Ladies!  Thanks to all of you who made it out to Big 
River Grille with us for LadiesÕ Night Out last month.  I 
enjoyed carpooling and getting to know several ladies much 
better.  We are currently working on the details of two 
other events, a hike and a Christmas Party (details below).  
IÕll send out more information via my email 
communication on those events.  If  you donÕt receive the 
New City Women emails, please let me know.  

We will miss our sister Margaret Card who went to be with 
Jesus several weeks ago.  She was such a joy and light 
through her dark struggle with cancer.  Please remember 
her husband and son during the holiday season.  Also keep 
our other sisters struggling with illness in your prayers.

You ladies have been SO gracious and giving during these 
months that we have had so many needs within the body.  
You have lovingly provided meals, cleaning and childcare 
assistance, cards, and much prayer for those in need.  
Thank you for being JesusÕ hands and feet.  

It is amazing how God brings new life and joyful 
celebrations like weddings to refresh us and remind us of 
his goodness.  Congratulations to Micheal and Bethany 
Lane and Aaron and Kristin Lesondak on their November 
weddings!  We are also  thankful for the safe delivery of 
several new babies.  

--Marialice Hatch, WomenÕs Coordinator, 423.629.1141 or mahatch@bellsouth.net

Announcements for New City Women
Oppor tunities to ser ve:

If  you have not had the opportunity to serve by taking a 
meal and would like to, please contact Shirley Madewell at 
877.0665 or shirley_madewell@bellsouth.net.  

If  you would like to visit and pray with the sick or shut-ins, 
please contact Christine Pace at 825.5776 or 
pacemaker8@juno.com.  

If  you want to help with a meal for a new mom please 
contact Cynthia Young at 825.5450 or 
cynthia.young@gmail.com.  

If  you have any interest in ministering to our widows, 
please let me know.  We would like to have several special 
events for them in the coming year.  

Upcoming Ev ents:

Moms!  Park Da y every Friday at 10:30 a.m. at East Lake 
Park (3108 E. 34th). Bring a lunch and hang out with other 
moms! Directions: Take Dodds Ave. (away from New City) 
and turn left onto E. 34th Street. The park will be on your 
right. Contact Laini HufÞne, 423.240.3246, to conÞrm.

November 13, 14, and 15 CCS presents Crazy for You!, a 
romantic comedy featuring George Gershwin's music.  
Contact Sarah Drexler at!sdrexler@ccsk12.com!or 
423.265.6411, x550.

November 13, WomenÕs Fall Hik e: At Greenway Farm in 
Hixson Ð 3 hikes in 1.  (Feel free to bring kids that are 
willing to hike or be carried.) We will meet at the Þrst 
parking lot beside the restrooms on the right as you enter 
Greenway Farm from the Hamill Road entrance at 10 a.m. 
Please let Claire Haynes know if  you are coming at 
876.7359 or bryantclaire@bellsouth.net.

December 14, Christmas P ar ty:  You are invited to a 
holiday Ôget to know youÕ and recipe swap for the women of 
New City at 6:00 p.m.  The event will be held at the 
NaborsÕ home (2507 E. 5th St).  Please bring your favorite 
holiday treat (savory or sweet), 10 copies of the recipe to 
share, and an unwrapped toy for Hope for the Inner CityÕs 
Christmas Store.  Please RSVP to Laurie Gienapp 
(423-605-4857) by Sunday, December 7.

Attention Outdoor Enthusiasts . If  you love hiking, 
biking, and walking, please email Julia Flanagan at 
juliaßanagan@comcast.net with your interests. Then look 
for future email invitations for hikes, walks, and biking on 
Friday or Saturday morning/afternoons.
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TREASURERÕS REPORT                                                                                                               (As of 10/31/08)

Operating Fund

 Tithes and Offerings (excluding Capital Campaign) $ 993097

 Expenditures (excluding Capital Campaign) 1071355
 
 Shortfall as of October 31, 2008 $ (78258)
 
 Remaining 2008 Budget Expenditures (Nov & Dec '08) 297468
 Shortfall (from above) 78258

 Amount Needed to Finish 2008 in the black 375726
 Divided by 9 remaining Sundays in 2008 (as of 10/31/08) 9

= Total Needed Per Week (in November and December) $ 41747

Our 2007 Weekly Average in Nov/Dec (excluding Capital Campaign) $ 27178

  _________________________________________________________________________

 Capital Campaign Fund  
 Gifts Received  

2005 $ 154823
2006 473665
2007 392772
  2008 (10 months) 247641

Total Gifts Received 1268901

Capital Campaign Spending
2005 99459
2006 388151
2007 293106

  2008 (10 months) 279625

Total Expenditures 1060341
 Surplus as of October 31, 2008 $ 208560 
  
 Remaining Capital Campaign Planned Expenditures (Nov/Dec '08) $ 693608 
 Less Surplus (from above) (208560) 

 Estimated Amount Needed to Complete Fellowship Hall,  
   Kitchen Equipment, Music Office, Architectural fees, etc. (see note) $ 485048 
  
 Capital Campaign Commitments $ 1536000 
 Capital Campaign Receipts 1204802 

 Unfulfilled Commitments (as of October 31, 2008) $ 331198 

 

Note - We are entering into a short term loan agreement with SunTrust bank which enables us to complete the build out quickly.  The bank 
extended below market rates and waived some of their fees to help us. Hopefully we will all fulfill our individual and family commitments 
to the Campaign as quickly as is possible.  This will enable us to pay down and minimize interest costs.  

 

A great big THANK YOU to all who have given faithfully during this three year Campaign.  Together we were able to improve the front of 
our sanctuary and sound system; we sent dozens from our congregation to Kenya, Slovakia, Ethiopia and Mexico; we helped Hope pay off 
their building; we came along side of Chattanooga Sports Ministries, our Latino ministry, the Jobs Partnership ministry of Hope, we 
helped some go to the Christian Community Development seminars, and more.

 

 

The renovation of our fellowship hall and kitchen should be completed in December, Lord willing.  Some of you who completed your 
pledge may be in a position to help some more.  That would be so helpful as some over estimated what they could afford and others have 
moved away.  If you are unsure of your balance, or have questions, please send a brief email to:    johndemoss@decosimo.com.

Thank you, and may the Lord continue to provide for, and through, each of us, according to His holy will.
 

     



HOPE FOR THE INNER CITY

Turkey for Two: November 22
For twenty-one years Turkey for Two has fed thousands 
of low-income families during the holidays and raised 
thousands of dollars for year-round mercy programs in 
East Chattanooga. Last year alone, 250 families were 
served, mostly elderly and single-parent households. 
Current economic conditions suggest that many more 
may apply this year.

Donors: With each $50 donation you 
can feed an entire inner-city family for 
one week while walking away with your 
own Thanksgiving turkey (though many 
people ask us to keep the extra turkey to 
help an additional needy family). 
Whether you decide to feed one, two, 
Þve, or Þfteen families this Thanksgiving, 
donations should be mailed to Turkey 
for Two, c/o Hope for the Inner City, 
P.O. Box 11584, Chattanooga, TN 
37401.

Volunteers are needed at various times throughout the 
month to pick up donated food items from participating 

churches, schools, and businesses; stuff  
food baskets; check-in recipient families 
on the day of distribution; and lead 
group prayers.

Families in need should register in 
advance at 1800 Roanoke Avenue and 
then return to pick up their food on 
November 22, from 10 a.m. to noon. In 
addition to a frozen turkey, each family 
receives various canned foods, including 

corn, beans, peas, and green beans, as well 
as Hamburger Helper, macaroni and cheese, rice, 
Tuna Helper, cereal, and snack cakes.

To have your school, business, or small group host a 
canned food drive to beneÞt Turkey for Two, please 
contact Travis Upton, tupton@hope4.org or 
933.7181. Learn more on the Web at 
www.hope4.org/tur key4two.

News & Updates
Working for the Lor d, Not for Men:  ÒDinaÓ lost her 
child-support beneÞts once her daughter turned 18, and 
now sheÕs determined to Þnd a job to make up the shortfall. 
And ÒDavidÓ comes to Hope every Monday and 
Wednesday for the positive reinforcement that this ex-
offender rarely receives anywhere else. Both are among the 
six adults who have remained faithful attendees of HopeÕs 
career development program (CORE) and will graduate on 
November 10.

COREÕs goal is not only to see individuals gain full-time 
employment with beneÞts, but also to see them skilled to 
maintain employment. Who makes CORE classes work? 
People like Mr. Russell, a graduate of the program and now 
its primary instructor; and Mr. Hartley, a local engineer 
who started bringing supper and volunteering as a mentor. 
Join us in praising God for these faithful helpers and for the 
positive role models they provide. Ask God that each 

graduate learn and yearn to work for the Lord, not for men 
(Colossians 3:23-24).

If  you can mentor a job trainee, contact Frank Hill, CORE 
coordinator, at fhill@hope4.org or 698.3178 x110. The 
next eight-week session begins on November 17.

Growing Need for Mer cy: Over the last few weeks we 
have seen a signiÞcant jump in the number of people 
arriving at HopeÕs doorstep with emergency needs. These 
are individuals and families, young mothers and senior 
citizens. They come in search of shelter, food, medicine, 
transportation, and jobs. Our staff  always responds with a 
listening ear, a helping hand, and the love of Jesus Christ. 
In these lean economic times, please pray for those who are 
hit the hardest. Pray also that God would supply Hope with 
adequate Þnances to meet this growing need for mercy in 
East Chattanooga.
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Jumpstar ting a Stalled Education: Envious of his 
brothers going off  to school with their lives in order, a 
dejected ÒColeÓ stayed behind to raise his young son. ÒI 
know what I need to do, but I canÕt do it.Ó Sound familiar 
(Romans 7:18)? Thanks be to God for a gospel that gives 
Cole victory in Christ, and a GED program that offers him 
the chance to read.

HopeÕs GED program meets Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
Thursdays, 9:30 to noon. If you are available during some 
or all of these timesÑeven for just an hourÑplease 
consider helping students like Cole with their reading 
assignments and math problems. Contact Pamala Williams, 
GED coordinator, pwilliams@hope4.org or 698.3178 x113.

Mer cy Dental Clinic: 
HopeÕs Mercy Dental Clinic is 
open most Fridays from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Eligible 
patients can receive 
emergency tooth extractions 
at a low cost. If you know of 
anyone who needs help, 
contact Allison Taylor, 
ataylor@hope4.org or 
698-3178 x103.

THE CHRISTMAS STORE

The ÒChristmas StoreÓ offers hope to low-income families in our community by offering 
new toys, books, bikes, electronics, and winter clothing at far below retail prices. 

The store is stocked with items donated or purchased through charitable contributions. 

The underlying values that drive the Christmas Store are:

¥ Recognizing the dignity of low-income parents and their role as providers for 
their children.

¥ Empowering low-income parents by providing an affordable option to purchase 
gifts for their children.

Financial donations are tax deductible, and proceeds from the store fund other 
programs at Hope for the Inner City, a 501(c)(3) nonproÞt organization dedicated to 
resourcing low-income individuals and families from crisis to self-sufÞciency.

Questions? Call 423.698.3178 or visit www .hope4.org/christmasstor e. 

New Toys, Winter Clothing, and Financial Contributions will be accepted through Thursday, December 18th. 

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 11584, Chattanooga, TN 37401    Drop-Of f  Address:  1800 Roanoke Avenue

Thanks for helping to make the 
10th annual Christmas Store a SUCCESS!
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Celebrating Forty Years of Faithfulness!
Sunday, November 23rd, 11 a.m.

We will be combining our 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. services with our newly formed East Lake Church to celebrate our beginnings in 
1968 and once again in 2008.  We will come together to joyfully worship and hear the preaching from GodÕs Word.

We will also have an opportunity to give an offering to provide food for our community and church families as we have done 
since our beginning as the 3rd Street Sunday School.

Plan now to invite your friends and join with us on Sunday, November 23 as we  Celebrate Forty Years of GodÕs Faithfulness!

DonÕt Forget to bring F ood* for Thanksgiving bask ets Sunday, November 23rd

A food and Þnancial offering will be taken to help the deacons prepare boxes of food for 
delivery to families in our church and community.  This year we will need to collect more 
food than usual to help meet the increasing needs in our community. 

*Food items needed for each box include:  Canned Green Beans, Canned Corn, Canned 
Peas, Canned Yams or Sweet Potatoes, Canned Cranberry Sauce, Pumpkin pie Þlling, 
StufÞng Mix.

 

Rejoice!   New City's Christmas Celebration
Good Cheer, Dancing, a Delicious Holiday Spread,

and Musical Entertainment featuring our Mass and Youth Choirs

Sunday, December 7th

6:00 p.m. at Olivet's Kingdom Center

$20.00 per person

~New City's High School Seniors attend the party for free!~

This event is open to friends and family of New City folks as well! 

Reservations available each Sunday in November following morning 
services or by e-mailing Michelle Higgins at higgins.loftin@yahoo.com.
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